Biological Weapons Convention: Regional Group Meetigs June 2014

Chairman’s Speaking Notes

Eastern European Group: 14.00, Monday 16 June 2014, Council Chamber
Western Group: 15.00, Monday 16 June 2014, Council Chamber
Group of NAM and Other States: 16.30, Monday 16 June 2014, Council Chamber

» Thanks to the Coordinators for convening this nmgetind to all Representatives for the support in
our work this year.

* In my recent letter, dated 28 May | have furthettioed my intentions with regard to the
organization of the forthcoming Meeting of Expeitsaccordance also with the practice followed
by the two previous presidencies.

* | have two main aims for our consultations today:

1. To share with you progress made in preparing feiMleeting of Experts; and

2. To get a clearer sense of how States Parties sse #irangements.

* Tothat end, | would like to:
1. Introduce my recent letter;
2. Request from States Parties feedback on:
- how we should deal with the part of our mandatgrtonote effective action, and

- what should be included in our effort to considegrsgthening Article VII (the new
biennial item), given that unlike with the standemenda items, we have no sub-
topics to guide us; and

3. Distribute and introduce the first version of tisfing, detailed indicative schedule for the
meeting.

Second letter to States Parties

» Attached to my recent letter was a draft of thevjgional programme of work for the Meeting of
Experts. It is closely based upon those we adapt@812 and 2013, updated to reflect the 2014
topical subject for the standing agenda item s@eard technology as well as the new biennial item
on strengthening Article VII.

* | have ensured that we maintain the balance betteewmarious agenda items with one full day (or
two working sessions) for each of the Standing Algeitems and two working sessions, over non-
consecutive days, for the biennial topic.

* You may have noted that we have only a single segsiopen the meeting and hear introductory
remarks. As | am planning for an intensive Meetih@xperts and we have a great deal to do, |
would like to invite delegations to keep any intotbry remark as short as possible or, insofar as
possible, to make your general observations healecember when we meet as States Parties, so
that, as quickly as possible, we can progress t@xpert discussions. | would be grateful if you
could convey this message to your capital.

» | also mentioned three background papers to beupsatiby the BWC ISU:
1. one on potentially relevant developments in sciemmkttechnology;

2. asecond, updating past papers on the role ohiatienal organizations in the provision of
assistance relevant to Article VII; and
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3. athird detailing previous agreements and undedlgtge relevant to strengthening Article
Vil

» Advance copies of all three papers are now avalahlthe website of the Convention
(www.unog.ch/bwc/meeting

» | also distributed a list of participants | thirtknould be useful to have present at the Meeting of
Experts. These participants included the UniteddWat international organizations as well as
Guests of the Meeting. | would welcome any thougbts might have on this list or suggestions for
additional participants that may help us in ourkvor

» | would also like to highlight that thanks to reteffers by a number of States Parties; there shoul
be limited funds available to sponsor participatdithe Meeting of Experts. (If you are interested
requesting sponsorship under the programme egtellist the last review conference, | encourage
you to contact the ISU as soon as possible.)

» ltis usual that demand for such sponsorship dpssavailable resources, so | would encourage any
State in a position to do so, to contribute to timportant programme. (At the same time | take this
opportunity to convey my appreciation to those agngou who have been forthcoming in
contributing to this important tool for our effor$ universalization and broader participation.)

Approach to our work in 2014

» There are two themes from my letter on which | widike to expand.

» Asoutlined before | had suggested that we start giving greater focus to the effective action part of
our mandate

1. | have only heard positive feedback and feel eramgent that as long as we build upon past
practice and work on a basis of transparency anderwsus, that there should be
opportunities to promote effective action more &ity.

2. | have been thinking about how we might do thipriactice. Firstly, I think it would be
important to capture the excellent efforts takethatnational level relevant to the common
understandings we have identified. And secondlyouild also like to find a way to explore
actions we might undertake together in the futeitber bilaterally or collectively.

3. Ithink promoting effective action is something méght further consider at the Meeting of
States Parties. | am bringing it to your attentiomw, so that we might hold the concept of
effective action in mind during our deliberationgle Meeting of Experts.

4. | would welcome any reflections you might have oy aleas of how best we might proceed.

* Onthe biennial agenda item on strengthening Article VII:

1. Our current mandate is “How to strengthen implerteom of Article VII, including
consideration of detailed procedures and mecharfisntke provision of assistance and
cooperation by States Parties”. We have firm fotinda on which to build and | believe it
would be useful for us to focus on continuing tfferés States Parties have already begun.

2. We have already reached a number of relevant agmeismt past review conferences,
notably at the 7 Review Conference. There were also relevant commeolerstandings
identified during our intersessional work:

- in 2004 we looked at “capabilities for respondingitvestigating and mitigating the
effects of cases of alleged use of biological @irteveapons or suspicious
outbreaks of disease”.

- in 2010, we looked at “the provision of assistaacd coordination with relevant
organizations upon request by any State Partyarcéise of alleged use of biological
or toxin weapons”.



3. The background papers prepared by the ISU providssarview of relevant agreements and
understandings, as well as relevant capacity ptésémternational organizations.

4. | believe States Parties could usefully providefimgs and updates at this Meeting of
Experts on what relevant capacity they might have.

5. | will be requesting relevant international orgatians to update the Meeting of Experts on
what capacity exists elsewhere, but relevant taCiv@vention.

6. This would provide a comprehensive survey of cdpaelevant to Article VII. It may be
that this is as far as we can reasonably expagttat the Meeting of Experts.

7. | hope that at the Meeting of States Parties wédcinen work together to start identifying
where challenges to effective provision of assigtaremain and start looking at
opportunities and possibilities to strengthen auregrangements.

Rolling, detailed indicative schedule

The informal rolling, detailed indicative schedigea tool with which States Parties should be
comfortable as it was used last year.

It combines details from the programme of work jwip-to-date information on side events,
suggested panels for guests of the meeting, asawellslot for the poster session. As additional
information becomes available we will include prepd and confirmed contributions from States,
international organizations and guests of the mgeti

On side events:
1. We have had roughly the right number of request#hi® slots available.

2. There was more demand on certain topics than @robut | am comfortable that the
overall result is balanced and covers the full scofthe issues to be addressed by the
Meeting of Experts.

3. In several cases it has not been possible to bpgetrequesting side events their preferred
slot but | feel that what we have now links themsindosely to the relevant agenda items.

4. |was pleased that in additional to requests fréateS Parties and our usual NGO friends,
that we have had a request from industry for a sidmt.

On contributions from guests of the meeting. | expect highlighting when, and on what, we mayeh
contributions from guests will assist States Papiepare for the meeting and will make it eager f
our guests to know what we are asking of them elmegal:

1. For the standing agenda items, | am proposingwkaget aside the first hour and a half of
the afternoon session on each topic for contrilmgtioy relevant guests.

2. For the biennial item, | am suggesting that wet $&tghearing what capacity already exists
in other forums, and have set aside time to doatike start of the first session on Monday.
We will then revisit this item on Friday morningfimcus on the capacity present in States
Parties.

I would also like to highlight the poster sessidgainmed for the evening of the first day of the
meeting. This kind of fair, or market place, hasdymae somewhat of a BWC tradition and is an
excellent way to foster interactions between pigdicts and to explore relevant topics in a more
relaxed atmosphere.

Conclusion

I would like to hear any feedback you may have grracent letter or the remarks | made today.

| am interested in your thoughts on how we mighterexplicitly capture efforts to promote
effective action and on my approach to our bienibeah.
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I hope that the informal, rolling indicative schéglis a useful tool to help you in your preparasion
would welcome any insights into how we might impgat/further.

I am keen to continue to consult with delegatiom&p ongoing basis. | need to hear your opinions,
what you like, and what you do not. This is yousgass and | see my job as helping you make the
most of it.

I have also received some positive signs as atreSaur ongoing universalization efforts. |
understand that just last week the government ofofra has agreed to table a bill before their
parliament to join the BWC. In accordance with th@ndate given to me by the last review
conference, | will remain in contact with Andormadskeep you informed as to their progress.

In that context let me also inform you that togethih representatives of the three depositaryestat
| have organized an outreach event in New York dfe§, taking advantage of my participation at
the NPT Preparatory Committee Meeting. That gavih@®pportunity to exchange views with
Angola, Céte d'lvoire, Myanmar and Nepal on thakentions and current efforts to adhere to the
Convention.

Finally, | look forward to working with you all tensure an efficient, effective and productive
Meeting of Experts, and a valuable continuationwfintersessional programme.



