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Excellency,

[ am writing once again in my capacity as Chairman of the 2014 meetings of the Biological
Weapons Convention, to update you on preparations for the Meeting of States Parties, which
will be held at the Palais des Nations from 1 to 5 December 2814,

I would like to begin by thanking you for your cooperation and active support during the
Meeting of Experts held from 4-8 August, On this oceasion, we held a rich discussion on the
three standing agenda items and the biennial topie. A compilation of the many ideas and
propoesals put forward by delegations in the course of these discussions was annexed to the
Report of the Meeting of Experts (BWC/MSP/2014/MX/3, currently available on the ISU
website in three UN languages).

Our task now is to tako this wealth of information and ideas and consider how we might
transform it into ecommon understandings and effective action at the Meeting of States
Parties. ' : '

Synthesis paper
As promised, to help us prepare for the Meeting of States Parties, I have under my own

responsibility distilled the ideas and proposals made at the Meeting of Bxperts into a
synthesis paper, This document is attached for your consideration. Naturally, not every detail
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of every proposal ias been included, but I have tried to cover the main themes and capture at
 least the essence of the various ideas pat forward,

I hope you will find the synthesis paper useful for your preparations for the Meeting of States
Parties. As in 2013, T have focused on- identifying new material contributed at this year's
Meeting of Experis. I have tried to avoid repeating ideas and proposals on which we have
already identified a comnmon understanding: Please read the attached synthesis paper in
conjunction with the reports of the 2012 and 2013 Meetings of States Parlies
(BWC/MSP/2012/5 and BWC/MSP/2013/5), which should also be seen as an input to the
2014 Meeting of States Partics. I hope you will find these materials useful during your
preparations over the coming months.

In line with past practice and as captured in the reports of the 2012 and 2013 Meetings of
States Parties, this document is submitted under the sole responsibility of the Chair. However,
I was wondering whethet it may be useful to continue to work on this document prior to our
December meeting, especially in light of feedback from States Parties, I am keen to provide.
you with a tool that strikes the needed balance between the substantive areas of our work and
- is of the most value to the greatest number of States Parties in preparing for the Meeting of
. States Parties, _

Before we gather in Geneva, [ would like for us all to have greater clarity on: which themes
may yield new common understandings; how we can fit together common understandings
already identified with the new matorial; and where we might focus efforts on promoting
effective action, In light of your views, which I hope to hear through consultations with the
regional groups and bilaterally, I will assess whether there is value in revising my synthesis .
paper to provide a better stepping stone towards the Meeting of States Parties.

Agenda and programme of work

I have also prepared a provisional agenda and programme of work, both closely based on

“those from 2012 and 2013, updated to reflect the change in biennial topic in accordance with
the decision of the Seventh Review Conference. The provisional agenda is already available
on the ISU website; the provisional programme of work is aitached. I trust that both these
documents are acceptable to delegations.

Change of Vice-chair

As we heard at the Meeting of Expetts, one of the two Vice-chairs, Ms. Judit Kérémi of -
Hungary, Special Represeniative of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade for Arms
Conirol, Disarmament and Non Proliferation, has indicated that she will not be able to
continue as Vice-chair, I have written a lotter on 29 September to inform you of the
pomination of Ambassador Gybrgy Molndr of Hungary, Special Representative of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade for Arms Control, Disarmament and Non Proliferation,
to be approved by States Parties through a silence procedure in the standard manner.,

I would like to thank Ms, Kbrémi for her lmpmtant work as Vice-chair, and in particular for -
her eollaboration, support and valuable advice before and during the Meeting of Experts. I am
also looking forward to collaborating with Ambassador Molnar.



- Updates and submissions

As part of the preparations for the Meeting of States Parties, 1 would like to encourage
delegations to submit their Confidence-building Measures (CBMs) for 2014 if they have not
already done so (a late submission is much better than no submission); to consider supporting
the BWC sponsorship progranime and coordinate with the ISU in this regard, to check and
update if necessary their national contact point for the BWC; to submit any offers or requests
for assistance to the database maintained by the ISU; to provide, or update, their report on the
implementation of Asticle X; and to submit any information or feedback on contacts with
states not party to the Convention, in the interest of promoting universality. The ISU can
pr0v1de further information and guidance on any of these matters.

ISU related matters K

(Related information has been submitted to States Parties and Signatories only)

Outcome of the Meeting of States Parties

In accordance with our mandate, we will be working together to promote common
understanding and effective action on the substantive items of the agenda. Tmportantly, we
- will be building upon the common understandings we reached in 2012 and in 2013. Whilst I
have focused my synthesis paper on new material identified at the Meeting of Experts, I
~ would expect the Report of the Meeting of States Parties to closely resemble that adopted last
year and include both elements from.the past, as well as new common understandings. I
believe that this approach offers the best opportunity to preserve the appropriate balance
between our substantive agenda items, provide us with a platform for effective action, and
will help us attain the most substantive outcome possible.



Next steps

I would like to.meet each of the regional groups in the first week of November, 1 am also

looking forward to bilateral consultations with delegations, and I invite you to contact me if
you would like to discuss any aspect of the preparations for the Meeting of States Parties. |
am particularly interested in hearing specific feedback on the attached synthesis paper o
that I can revise it in a timely mannet.

Thank you again for your collaboration and suppott; I look forward to working with you to
~ reach common understandings and promote effective action at the Meeting of States Parties
in December.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

o T
Urs Schmid
Ambasgsador and Permanent Representative of
Switzerlaod to the Conference on Disarmamerit
Chairman of the Meeting of States Parties

Aftachments: (1) synthesm paper
(2) provisional programme of work for the Meeting of States Parlms



Synthesis of considerations, léssons, perspectives, recommendations,
conclusions and proposals drawn from the presentations, statements,

_ worlung papers and interventions on the topics under discussion at the -

Meeting of Experts

Submitted by the Chairman . '

1. Toavoid fepetition, this document, focuses on new material introduced at the 2014 Meetiﬁg of Experts,

and does not include conoepts that appeared In the 2013 synthesis (see BWC/MSP/2013/5, Annox I} and in the
2012 syntheais (see BWC/MSP/2012/5, Annex I),

L Cooperation and assistance, with a partlcular focus on strengthening cooperatmn
and assistance under Article X

A. Reports by States Parties on their implementation of Article X, and reports by the ISU on the

operation of the database system to facilitate assistance reguests and offers

Recalllng the importance of the repotts by States Parties on their implementation of Articls X States
Paities noted that-to date, a very small number of States Parties have submitted these reports and urged more
States Parties to submit clear, specific and timely national reports,
In ordet to further enhance the functioning of the database system to facilitate requests for and offers of
exchange of assistance and cooperation, States Parties noted the value of assessing its functionality,
sitengthening its utilization and improving its operation, States Parties should:

(@) Continue and expand their use of the database;
(t) ~ Explore more effective fogans of bringing assistance oﬁ’ers to the attention of potentially interested
States Partics; and
(©) Reconcile supply and demand for technical assistance by evaluating existing activities and checking

them agaitst reque:,ts for asmstance,

B, Challenges and obstacles to developing international TOOper ation, nssistance and exchange in the
biological seiences and technology

To further offorts to address challenges and obstacles to develaping international cooperation,
assistance and exchange In the biological sciences and technology, including equipment and material for
peacefl purposes to theic full,potential, and possible means of overcoming these, States Parties should:

{a) Avoid imposing testrictions and/or limitations on transfers for prirposes consistent with the objectives. _
and provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, technology, equipment and materinls vnder Article X, °
{b) Ensure assistance is transparent, opéen, honest, and is fully consistent with the objectives of the

© Convention; and

{0) ‘Ensure greater ﬁlt@mpﬁ:rﬂbﬂlty of regulatory standmds, such as for emergency use authonzatlons, and
transfers of clittical samples, - R

c. Measm s for the full and cumpreheuswe implementanon of Artlcle X takmg mte acconnt a]I of itw
provisions

To forther address a range of specific-measares for the full and comprehensive implementation of
Article X taking into account all of its provigions, incliding facmtatmn of cooparation and assxstance, States
Parties shéuld ensure that coopstation and assistance: ’

{m) Is a contituing process and an essential part of compliance w1ti1 the Convention,

) Is nsed as an incentive for universalization thereby gu'lra.nteemg that biological substance% will be used
exclusively for peaceful purposos;

{c) Inchides, as well as financial resources, exchanges of information, experiences, lessons learned, best
practices, education and exchange of technical lmowledge;

(d) . Benefifs flom open-aceess io scientific publications, theicby raducmg barriers to access that mlght be
posed by the costs of subseriptions; and -

{e) Is supported by an action plan by which States Par Hes facilitate nltematmnal coopemtwn ard ensure

the unhindered flow of scientific information, Knowledge and technology.

D. Ways and means to target and mobilize resources _ )
To further reinforce efforts to work together to target and mobilize resoutces, States Parties should
ensure: ‘




(a) Offers for cooperation ate sustainable, systematic, and inchude pOSSIbﬂltleS for the long-term pmwsmn
of assistance;

(b) Transparency in their neecls, challenges to implementation, atd the results achieved, and when
receiving assistance, be prepared-to make.substantial commitments;

() Mutuality of benefit, including ensuring adequate and eguitable benefits from the sharing of clinical

samples; .
(d) Full advantage is taken of exchanges of life seience-related knowledge, materials and équipment
around the world generated by industry, academia and other non-governmental groups, including through

public-private partnerships; and

)] Where appropriate, that regional cooperation compliments national efforts, such as for the stoekplhng
of prophylactics and tharapeutms :

E. Educatmn, training, exchange and tw:mnmg prngrammeq, and other means of developing human '
resources

To further reinforce efforts fo develop human resources in the biological soiences and technology
relevant to the implementation of the Convention, States Parties should:

{a) Provide opportumt1es for training and wo1k1ng in universities, research institutlons and produstion
facilities; .
®) Build human capacity for:

D national implementation;

(i) science and technology; .

(i) bivsafety management, and .

(iv) dealing with disease, including characterization of the disease burden, responding to
outbrealks, providing diagnostic capacity; and addressing locally-identified public health challenges;
(c) Make full uge of traiti-the-trainer approaches, including local-based iraining supperted by nationa! o
regional associations and orpandzations, to reach a wider group of relevant actors,

F. Capacity-building through international cooperation

To further efforts to stre.ngthen national, regional and miernational capacity through interngtional
cooperation to'prevent accidental or deliberate releases of biological agents, as well as for dstecting and
responding o outbreaks of infectious disease. or biological weapons attacks, States Parties should:

{a) ‘Enbance prevention of infectious disease threats, both naturally ovcutring and man-made;

{b) ' Make detection and surveillance more robust, including thtough real-tite bio-surveillance and more
-effective diagnostics;

{c) Make response capacity more effective, including through emergsncy opetation eenlres with commen
- gtandards;

{d) Ensure the oxistence of national regulatory environmetts conducive to product development of

diagnogtics, prophylactics, and therapeutics;

{e) ‘Strengthen information sharing in areas, guch as the opportunities and cha]lengcs resulting frotm

advances in the life seiences and-bictechnology, dissase outbreaks, biosafety, and health care;

In order to firther efforts to sirenpthen international cooperaiion to ensure all States Parties have access
to the benefits of developments i in the life sciences, Staies Parties noted the value of hamessing recent advances,
including in enabling technologies, vaccine development and production, bioldgical production technologies,
equipment and training for high containment laboratories, in order to strengthen the sustainable development of
States Partles takmg into account the needs of developing countrles in meeting health-related challenges.

G, Coordination of cooperation with other relevant International and regmmﬂ organizations, and atler
relevani stakelolders

Recognizing the importance of coordm'ltmn wilth relevant international and regional organizations and
other relevant stakeholders, and faking into account the mandates of existing mechanismms established by those
mgam?atlons, States Parties should:

(&) - Promote broader recognition of the unique central rolo of the Convention in dealing with pr eventmg the
development and production of biologleal and toxin weapons;

(b) Further efforts to strengthen the-coordination of cooperation and assistance under the Convention; and
(c) Tdentify assistaice provided in other initiatives that could be useful in achieving the airs of the

Convention and ensuring that such assistance is consistent with these aims,
States Parties recalled their agreement on the importance of continning discussions on full and effective

- implemeintation of Article X obligations, including in light of various proposals made by States Parties.



II. Review of developments in the field of science and technology related to the
Convention

I‘ocnsing iu 2014 on advanées in the undersumding of pathogeniclty, virulence, toxtcology,
unmunology and related issues

A, New science and fechnu]ogy [Ievelopments that have potential benefits for the Convention

States Parties identified certain advauces in the understanding of pathogenicity, virulence, toxicology, .
impunology and related issnes that have potential benefits for the Convention and agreed on the need to share
information on these developments, including:
(a) Advances in technologies that make vaccine and drug production simpler, faster, cheaper gnd mote.
efficient, resulting from advances in the understanding of host-pathogen interactions, and the rational design of
attenuated vhcsines;

(&) Animproved understandmg of vitulence meohamsms resultmg from advances in onabling
technologies;
(e An improved tmderstanding of pathogenesis, which should enable mors rapid responsea to, and the
development of countermensuras against, hew of re-emerging pathogens;
(d) An improved understanding of, and technologies to mvestlgaie host-pathogen interactions, which
provides new opportunities; .
() . for disease surveillance, detection, and diagnosm,

(i) for the identification of targets to treat ot prevent diseétsa ,
(iii) to negate the mechanisms that pathogens use to evads or dlsrupt the host immune system'
(iv) to identify vitulence factors in emerging pathogens;

. (v) - for more specific vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics; :
(e) An improved understanding of toxing, which provides new avenues for treatments for neummuscular
disorders, toxin deteetion and diagnosis, and post exposure therapy,
® The identification of opportunities to enhance existing diagnostic capabilities, such as through the '

developent of standardisod methodologles for the detection and identification of toxins; '
(g) . Enabling technologies which have many benefits in faster, cheaper, and easier application of biological
science and technology for both public health and security purposes, snch as genome editing tools including
those derived from bacterial ‘immune systems’, and continuing progress in synthetic biology; and

() - Those derived from the convergence of scientifie disciplines, including biology, chemistry and
nanotechnology, leading to improvements it -defensive countermeasutes, protective clothmg and equlpmcnt
decontmmmtmn medical countetmeasyres, and detecmon and dmgnomg,

B. Niw science and teclmulogy developments that lmve potential for uses contrary to the pr(msmns of the
Convention

States Parties agwed that some of the developments réviewed have the potential for uses cont ary to the
provisiops of the Convention, inchding:

{s) "The creation of novel, h1ghly~contag10us, virulent pathogens;
1)) Progtamming cells to produce foxins, viruses or other cells which could cause harm; and
{c) ©  Decreasing “taclt-knowledge’ associated with activities relevant to the Convention,

States Partios also hgreed ot the importance of facilitating the fullest possible exchangs of dual-use technologios

© where their use is fully consisteni with the peaceful object and purpose of the Convention.

€. Possible measures for sirengthening national biological risk management

‘Resegroh that is identified as being of dual-use soncern Is often vitally impottant to seienice, public
health and agriculture, and its findings often contribute meaningfully to the broader base of knowledge that
advances scientific and public health objectives. States Partles recognised that Identifying research as belng of
dual-use coteern does not, in itself, provide sufficient justification for proscribing or restricting its availability,
or for prevonting fs pursutt, Identifying research as being of dual-use concetn doegs nevessitale greater oversight, .
and for a collaborative and informed assessment of the potential benefits and risks of the research.

In order to further seize opportunitics for maximizing benefits from advances in science and
technology while minimizing the risk of their application for prohibited puitposes, States Parties noted the value
of enhancing national ovetsight of dal-use research of concern without hampering the fullest possible exchange
of knowledge and technology for penceful purposes, ineluding by the eaily publication of relavant research fo
generate a window fot effective policy engagement after proof-of-principle but priot to the ex_tstenco of a mature
technology. States Parties should ensure that national measures:

g ) “Provide for the frequent assessment of science and technology;
" (b)) © Minimize, fo the oxtent possible, adverse impact on legitimalte rescarch;



{c) -~ Ao transparent and commensnrate with the rislc, _

D Tnclude flexible approaches that leverage existing review processes; and
(e) Preserve and fostor the benofits of research, '

o - States Parties agreed on the value of continning to consider, at fiuture meetmgs, how to addieas 1esea1 ch
that is identified as being of dual-use concern and pursué possible comuion understandings on a system for
assessing relevant rigks,

D, Voluntary codes of conduet and other measures to encourage responsible condmt
States Parties recoguised that codes of conduot, whilst being the prerogative of States Parties,
eticourage responsible conduct by scientists by helping to address risks that knowledge, information, produsts or
technologles generated from life sclence rosearch could be used for harm. Refevant codes of conduct should
.avoid placing any restrictions on exchangs of sclentific discoveries in the field of biology consistent with the
" objectives of the Convertion. S

E. Education and awareness-ralsing about xisks and benefits of life sciences and biotechnology .
In order to further efforts on education atid awareness-ralsing about risks and beneﬂts of 1ife soiences -

and biotechnology, States Parties should:
(= Continue o support, collectively and individually, the promot10n of's culture of responsibility and
security among life sclentists;

() Ensure coverage of all relevant work, ‘which i being increasingly undertaken in amore cilvers e,
" broader range of institutions; and
{c) Make full use, at the fiational level, of scientists targeted by educa,non and awareness-rafsing efforts, to
mgintain awaretiess of relevant advances and related dual-use issues, and to keop national legal and tegulatory
frameworks up to dats. '

¥. Sc:ence- and technology-related developments relevant to the actmtles of muliilater al organizations
In light of the continuing importance of the convergence between the fields of biology and chemistry,

States should foster closer cooperation between the communities supporting the Chemical Weapons Convention

. and the Conyention, bungmg together scientific experts and policy makers together for greater interaction, as

" well as exploring ways that States Patties eould Ieverage relevaut work of the OPCW’s Smenﬂﬁo Advisory

Board.

“G. Any other science and technology developments of relevance to the Convention

Staies Patties noted the potential relevance of techniques in the lifs sciences to explors the fimetion of
speoific genes, by adding a new feature to-an existing ofganism, Such gain-of-function work has direct
implications on recent advances in the generation of potontial pandemic pathogens which could have bath
~ potential beteflts and uses cohtrary to the Convention, States Parties &greed on the valie oi continning to
consider such developments in future meetings.

Recognizing the importance of thoroughly and affectively reviewing science and technolo, oy
developments relevant to the. Convention, of keeping pace with rapid changes in a wide range of fields, and in
exploring opportunities for enhaneed cooperation and sharing of technology identified by such reviews, States .
© Parties reiterated the vatue of continuing to consider, in fulure meetmgs possible ways of mtabhshmg A 10re
systornatic and comprehensive means of review,

States Parties noted the value of reviewing when dav&lopments trigger Article 1 or Article X1 of the
* Convention, for example, secking greater-clarity on aspects of range of types and quantities of such agents and

‘toxing, whether naturally oocurting or altered, which potentially could pose a visk b the Convention,

- IIL, Strengthening national hnplementatmn
Al Spmfic INCANIYes.

To further address a range of speclfic measures for the full and comprehensive implementation of the
Convention, ospecialty Articles IIT and 1V, States Parties agreed on the value.of, de;pendmg on national nesds

. and cireumstances and in accordance with national laws and regulations:

(® Strengthening implementation of all provisions of the Convention, inchuding lhose in Article Xy
() Continning to develop and adapt national 1mplameutat1on measures and enforcement mechanisms,
which might include:
) legistation, regulations and admmlstl ative measures;
(ii) iiational biosafetly, biosecurity and control mechamsms,

(iif) national export controls; _
{iv) dlsease sm'velllance and owibreak 1esp0nse capacity; -



) arrangements fot the ovetsight of sclence and for reviewing developments in science and
technology; , . ‘ :
(vi) - wducational efforts and awareness-raising;
(vil)  assistange and protection capacity for responding to the alleged use of biological and toxin
Weapons,
: (viii) exchangmg information and p10v1d1ng reports estabhshed by review con[‘erences, such as
participating in the CBMs; and - .
(1) provisions for building capacity for peaceful use;
(¢) Adopting o whole-of-government approach o implemeutatmn needs, including by: a central point of
contact and coordination; mechdnisms for regular commmnication amongst key stakeholders; and using these
mechanisms for regular and dmely participation in the CBMs which can provide a olear domestic overview of
the current status of national implement'mon and identify cooperation and assistance needs; '
‘ (D " orgamising awarenessnrmsmg workshops and training for establishing of efficient
commutdcation and coordination;
(d) - Bxchanging idens as to what furthet Measures and Initiatives could be adopted by States Pafties ut the
national level, such as; ‘
() efforts to create a greater awareriess and unclerstandmg of the Convention among’ govea nment

" agencies, patliamentarians, law enforcement and border control officials, scientists and civil somety, including

through the identification of support of relevant national chamnpions;
(ii) develeping better cooperation and capacity for local, state and fedeial {or eqmvalent)
authorities to deal with dlsease,
(iif) improvieg end amending laws and regulations dealing with hazardous waste and
strengthening capacity for handling toxic and bio-hazardous waste; and
~(iv) - opporlunities to exchange best practioe with regional counities and relevant international
organizations, . : .

Recalling that the Seventh Review Conference called for appropriate measures, inchiding effective
national export controls, by all States Parties to itplement Article ITL, Siates Partios noted the importance of
such measures in recicing levels of concern and enharnicing international exchange of life science-related
kenowledge, equipment and materials, States Parties recognised that such measires should: .
(8  Neither favour the commercial developnient of industries, nor hinder fegitimate economic development
of other couniries;

() Affect Gnly a very few cases Whﬂle there is a 11'Ltionally determined unacceptahle rlsk of diversion for
prohibited activities,

(e Address transfers of tarlglble and. mtanglble goode

@ Inchade laws and regulations that sstablish legal authorities and appropriate penaltios, procedures and
mochanisms for implementation and enforcement, a list of items subject to control, controls on fechnology
ditectly associated with listed items, a catch-all Jprovision, and regular Outreach 1o life soience ressarchers and

-the blotechnology industry; and ,
) Taks into account information about proliferation related to and use of biological weapons, the .

significance of the transfer in terms of the approprintencss of the stated ond-use, an assessment of'the end-use,
the role of distributers, brokers, or other intermediaries, the extent and effectiveness of national non-
proliferation laws and rogulations in the recipient Stales and any intermediaries, and the applicability of relevant
multllaterﬂl ageements

: B. Ways and mesns to enhamee national implementation, shai‘mg best practices and experiences

. 'To further reinforce efforts to enhande national implementation and shﬂrmg of best practusa and
experiences, States Partios agreed on the value of

{(a) Sufflclent domestic political support for the Convention and its unplementatmn
(b) Collaborative efforts to strengthen or complement existing national frameworks and aotion plang;
(o) Coopetation and assistance to provide the neoassal’y technologmal financial and human resources fcr
effective implementation, including; '
()] gathering battm information sbout whal wicasures States Parties have in place and what
capacity gaps they face;
1Y) developing clearer and more specific common wnderstandings to provide better gu 1daunt: on

the issues that need to be considered and approaches that have betn shown to be sffactive; and

(i) bringing resources to bear in a targeted way to build capacity and strengthen lmplementation;
{d - Exploring possible common understandirigs on definitions, standards, and data collection sysluns for
reporting of laboratory exposures or labor atory aoquir od mi'ectlons, and



(®) Continuing to work to inctedse parlmipation in, and the utility of, the CBMs, including through #
voluntary step-by-step approach.

C. Regional and sub-regional cooperation that can assist national implementation of the Convention
States Parties agreed on the value of regional and sub-regicnal cooperation that can assist national
implementation: !

(a) By sharing experiences of, and by 1dent1fymg additional ways and means to enhence, national .
implementafion,

(). Through the exchange of best practice with relevant international organizations;

(c) *Through networlking, collaboration and coordination, to promote capacity-building; and

@ By supporting national and local training and humen capacity-building.

. D, National, regional and international measures to i mlprnve Iaboratory biosafety and security of
. pathogens and toxing

To further efforts to mitigate b1olog1oal risks, States Parties noted the value of, i in accordance with
natmnal laws and regulations: :

- (@  Developing national plans, ncluding:
(i) regulations on acoreditation and reg1strat1on of relevant f.’ac1l1hes,
(i) a balance betwoen hard measures dnd soft measures; and
(i) & multi-sectorial and interdisciplinary platform to promote discussfon;
() . Gatheting data on labora.tory gxposure incidents 1o improve risk adsessment, biosafsty and biosecurity
‘training and practices, policies, intervention and prevention measures, and prevention of future incidents;
(¢)  Ensuring the presence of sufficient trained practitionets who are trustworthy, responsible, stable, and
can competently perform their duties; ‘
() - Raising awareness amongst slakeholders including engaging regional authorities, such as govetnors,
farmers, academia and the public;
(e) Exploring possible common understandmgs on the charﬂctenstms of facilities that handle biological

agents relcvant to the Cenventmn

E. Any potential furt_her measures, as appropriate, relevant for implementation of the Convention

States Parties recalled that reservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol concerning retaliation, throngh the
use of any of the objects prohibited by the Convention, even conditional, are totally incompatible with the
absolute and universal prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling, acquisition and retention of
bacteriological (biological) and toxin weapons, with the aim 1o exclude complatcly and forever the possibility of
their use. Statss Parties reitorated the importance of the withdrawal of all reservations to the 1925 Geneva
Protocol related to the Convention and their call for those States Parties that continue to maintain pertinent
roservations to the 1925 Geneva Protocol to withdraw those reservanons, and to notify the Depositary of the
1925 Geneva Protocol aseordingly, without delay.

~ States Parties reiterated the value of continuing discussion on measures to strengthen fiational

implementation of the Convention, including in light of various proposals made by States Parties.

IV, How to strengthen implém'entatiop of Article VI, including consideration of
detailed procedures and mechanisms for the provision of assistance and cooperation by
States Parties

Recognlzing a need to :strengthan the international community’s capacity to offectively provide
assistance related to Article VII and having considered relovant agreements reached at past review conferences
and comimon understandings identified af previous Mestings of Stutes Parties related to Article VII, States

Parties agreed on the value oft
_(a) The primary 1esponmb111ty for ass:sung its populatlon resting with the Stato Patty;

(1)~ Assistance, or the provision of suppozt, being provided promptly anel officiently and only upen the
request of the affected States Party when:

[6)] biological or toxin weapons have heen used, or are suspected of being used by atry States(s) or
ather entity sgainst 8 States Patly;

{ii) A Statey Party is threatened by actions or actwmes of any State or other entity that are
prohdbited for States Parties by Article I;
{c) Preparations being made in advance of this Atticle being invoked, including:

6y a coordinated governiment approseh to emerpeney matagement;

(i) addressing the full range of possible implications;

(iil) establishing clear channels of communication;



(v accessing relevant expert advice; and

) working fo 11npr0V€ effective cooperation betwesn the law enforcement and health sectors;
(d) Humanitarian assistance in cases of the threat of the use of a biological weapon;-and
() Emetgency human, animal and plant health and humanitarian responsss prior to a decision being taken

by the Security Council swhich would formally trigger Article VI, 80 as to ensure officient, offective response to
an outbreal at the earliest possible point, and ensuring that transxtlon to formal activation of Article VII
provislons ig seamless and cornplementary.

States Partiea recognised that there were 8 numbet of challenges to strengthening implementation of
Article VII, including:
(a) The oomplexxty of mounting an intornational responsa to assist vlctlms of a biological weapon and the
potentially limited impact of such 4 tesponse;
(b} Possible delays i the deployment of humanitarian or health responsas given the specifios of operatmg
in at. aten in which a biological weapon may have been used;

(&) . The potertiul political or security implications for ]1umamtar1an ot health organizations of mformat;l on

coming into their possession that could help determine if an event is relevant to Artlele VII;
i The implications of providing emetgency humanitarian or health assmtanca for perceptions en the
origins of an unusual event;
(¢ - Poteniial difficulties in trangporting clinical samples relevant to the Convention and in obtal mng
" relevant reference material;
(f) Legal, reguleu;ory and logistical challenges to providing and receiving international assistance,
including; ‘
$) recognition or walver of medical credentials, licences, and professional certifications of
personnel by the recipient country;
‘ (i) liability protections for medmal providers or fhose who manufacture, distribute or administer
medical countermeasuras;
(iif) reguiatory clearance to nnp ort or use mcchcal products in a host country; and
(iv)y . mission funding,

Recognizing the possibitity that, following danger to a State Party resulting from the development,
production, stockpiling or use of n biological or toxin weapon, national means and rescurces could be
overwhelmed and that assistance may be 1equncd Statcs Parties agreed on the value of such assxsﬁance
covering, a8 necegsaky:

(1) Spccmhsed personnel and eqmpment such as detection, proteciion, containment and decentannnamou
capability, aireraft, helicoptors, s]nps, field hospitals and water purification units;

{b) Direct and indirect provision of goods and services to the affected population, mcludmg prophylactms
and therapeutics and associated materialy and equipment;

{e) Support for publio, animal and plant health, environmental, food security, or logistical aspects of the ¢
responge;

r(d) Support for needs assessment, mapping population movements, coordinating incoming relief,
improving commmunication, and coordination between militaiy and civil defence and piotectmn asgotgy and

fe) Exchanpe of best prachce information and fechnology regarding assistance.

Reco gmzmg that for the implementation of Article VII natlonal preparedness contributes to
international capdbilities, States Parties agreed on fhe value, at the national level, of
(a) Considering what could and should be done nationally to deal with a threat or actnal ugs of biological
ot toxin weapous, determining the sorts of assistance that might be required from other States Parties and
international organisations and Identifying who could provide it, as well as 1dent1fymg any c.hallenges to its
provision;

(b) * Priox evaluation and agsessment of national capabilities, a gap analysm and the developmenl and
lmplementation of national astion plans to prevent, detect and respond to threats;
(c) Strong detection capabilities, including for dissase detections and surveillancs, primed health

communities, cost-offective rapid dagrostic tests, and acoutafe disease mapping, as well as appropriate
countermeasntes.and recovery and decontamination options;

(d) ~ Appropriate command, control and coordination of multi-agency assets dwmg the life cycle of
response efforty; and

(e Regulat training activities to strengthen national OapﬂCItl'SS



e

Recalling the importance of assisting other States Parties by, inter alia, enhancing relevant capabilities,
strengthening humean resources, and sharing appropriate and effective practices, States Parties agreed on the
value of collaborating to build televant national capacity, inéluding:

(a) Facilitating, and having the right to participate in the fisllest possibls exchangs of eqmpment material

* and scientific and technological information to protect agafnst, and respond to, the 1se of biological and toxin

weapons;

[5)] Avoiding duplicating existing efforts and capacity and taking into account the differences in nﬂtlonal
laws, regulations, and conistitutional procedutes;

(c) Sharing experiences, expeitise, tectmology and resources to build capacity to protect against biclogical
and toxin weapons and for purposes not prohibited under the Convention; and '

S (i} Working with relevant international organizations to build relevant national capacity, such as core
~ capacities of public and animal health systems, o those to address toxms as-well a3 command control and

coordination arrangements,

Recognizing that an event refated to Articls VII is more than a huminitarian or animal, plant or public
health emergeney, and the implications of there being ho institutianal mechanism under the Convention to
undertake relevant activities, States Parties agreed on the value of:

(a) FEifective aoordmat:ton and cooperation with relevant international health and humanitarian
organizations, such as WHO, FAQ, OIE, IPPC, OCHA and the ICRC, in accordance with their mandates;
(6)  Identifying issue areas where efforts under the Convention can complement other global efforts and

make real progress towards i improving preparedness and response capaclty, for example, improving access fo
medical countermessnres during emergencies;

(c) Encouraging the international humanitarian community fo consider the practical and policy challenges
of an events relevant to Article V1T to the humanitarian- Tesponse system and to siwengthen operational
preparedness, 50 as to minimize impediments to a rapid response;

{d) . Effective coordination and cooperation with relevant international organizations, such as the OP CW
that also provide assistance in the case of use of toxins;

o) Effective coordination and cooperation with relevant international rechanisms, such as the UN

Seoretaty-Geiteral’s Mechanism that could be investigating the alleged use of & biological or toxin weapon;
63 Farther development of international mechanisms for the forensic investigation of the caunse of an

. event; and

(2) National, regional and international networlcs of 1elavant 1ab01ator1eq muludmg tools to identify
potentially relevant, facilmes

When considering a mechanlsm for the provision of assistance 1eIevant to Article VII, States Parifes
agreed on the value of!
(a) QGuidelines to aid a State Party in submitting a request for assistance, supplemented upon request, by
advice from the ISU;
() Information on, and an inventory of the types of assistance that States Parties conld provide, such an
inventory should;

4] be separate from the existing assistance and cooperation databaSe, and established by thc 8U
irthe restricted access sectian of the website;

(i) . notbe linked with procedutes for requesting investigation of alleged use; and

(i) include: agreed procedures for States Parties to seck assistance; offers of assistance made by
other States Partms, such. as for material, equipment, advice, technology and finance; contact peints within
States Parties and relevant international orgahizations;

{e) . A databank containing publicly zwmlable mfonnatmn on means of protection against, and responses
to, blological ane toxin weapons; -
(d) Procedutes, or code of conduct, for the provision, without restrictions, of means of protection against,

and responses to, the use of binlogical and toxin weapons to the requesting Stats Party, 111cludmg consideration
of what assistance can be requested and in what volumes, who will coordinate the provision of assistance, how it
will be gent and how duphcatmn will be avoided, nmludmg with assistance being provided by other iutes national
organizations;
(&) A fund for assistanoe 1o affocted States Parties; and
D Capacity building for International regional and sub-regional or gnnlzaLlons that have relevant
mandates, such as by joint exeréise, workshops and trafning, including by the use of e-loarning modules,

States Parties refterated thc value of continuing discussions on stlengthemng Article VII including in
hght of various proposals made by States Par hes .



When requesting assistatice;

(a). A Staté Party should provide the following mformanon

(D) - . name of the State Party;

(i) date and place of first reported case, indication if there was a related evetit, a desoription of the
event, to the extent posaible, the date and time, when the alleged event(s) took place and/or became apparent to
the requesting State Party and, if possible, the duration of the alleged event(s); .

(ii) - severity of the event, number of cases and the number of fatalities,4f any;

(v) symyplotns and signs — diagnosiy if possible, information on the initial freatment and the
preliminaty results of the treatment of the disease; .

(") . adescripiion of the area involved;

{vi) all availdble epldomiological information; -

{vif) actions taken to manage the outhreak; )

(viii)  International otganisations already invelved in providing assistance;

. (ix) States already involved in providing assistance; .

(x) indications of why the outbreilk is.considered to be the result of a biological attack

(xd) characteristics of the agent involved, if avatlable;

(xi)  types and scope of assistance requued

{xifi)  indication of any investigations conduoted or bemg conducted.

{b) The application is to be submitted to the UNSG for forwarding to the UNSC as an urgont matter. It can .

simultaneously be submitted to ene of the Depositories as an Urgent matter of shared with all States Parties
through the ISU .
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Provisional programme of work

Submitted by the Chairman

Day

AM (10:00-13:00)

l PM (15:00-18:00)

Mon
1/12

Opening formalities (agenda items 1-4).

: Conslderation of the report of the Meeting

of Expetts (agenda ltem 5)
General debate (agenda [tem 6)

General debate (agenda Hem 6 — continued)

Informel session for NGO statements

2/12

'Tué

Standing agenda [tem: Cooperation and
asslstance, with a particular focus on
strengthening cooperation snd assistance
under Article X (agenda Hem 7)

Standing agenda item: Review of
developmants in the field of science ang
technology related to the Cohventlon
{agenda item 8)

Wed
3/12

Standing agenda item; Sirengthening
national implementation {agenda item 9)

Biennial item: How to strengthen
implementation of Article V11, including
oonsideration of detailed procedures ang
mechanisms for the provision of assistance
and cooperation by States Parties (agenda
ftem 10) '

Thu
[ 412

Standing agenda items and biennial item
(agenda items 7-10 ~ continued)

Progress with universalization of the
Convention (agenda ftem 11}

- Reports from the Chairman and States
Parties on universalization activities

Antwual report of the Implementation
Support Unit (agends item 12)

Fri
5112

Arrangements for the Mecting of Experts

and Meeting of States Parties in 2015

(agenda ftem 13)

~  Neomination of the Chairman and Vice~
chairs for 20135,

- Dates for the Meeting of Bxperts and
Meeting of Stales Parties in 2015

Informal consultations on the report of the
meeting ’ '

Adoptioa of the report of the meeting
{agenda ttem 14)

Closing of the mesting (agenda ltom 15)




